|
last updated: 1/9/2004

Age Group: 9/10 years
Topic: The Relationship Between God and Man
Objectives: 1. To gain insight into the meaning of the Greater Covenant and how

thisrelates to the Prophetic Cycle and the Cycle of Fulfillment
2. To use analogies to explain to others the relationship between God,
the Messengers, and humanity

Materials you need:
» Dictionary
» Pens, pencils, markers, colored pencils, etc.
» A sheet of cardboard or thick construction paper
» A Mirror

1. PRAYER (3 minutes)
Choose one prayer from the prayers page and have one of the children reciteit.

2. CHECK HOMEWORK FROM LAST WEEK (5-10 minutes)

3. ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
The purpose of this activity is to demonstrate the relationship between God, the
Messengers, and Humanity.
1. Ask the children to sit on one side of the table/ room
2. Place an object (such as afruit or anything else with distinct features) behind
aboard (or abinder or large book) so the children cannot see the object
directly
3. Position the mirror so the children can see the object’ s reflection in the mirror
only
4. Make sure everyone can see the reflection

Ask the following questions:

What you see in the mirror?

Can you describe what you see in detail ?

Is the object that you see actually IN the mirror?

How can you be sure that what you see in the mirror isthe real object?
Can you reach out and grab the object from inside the mirror?

What would happen if the mirror isn’t clean? (Y ou can demonstrate this)
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4. STORY (10-15 minutes)
Read the attached story. Discuss the questions that follow the story.

5. SACRED WRITING (5 minutes)
Review the following prayer and make sure everyone understands all the words:

Every spring has an autumn, and every autumn hasits spring. ... For instance,
the appearance of Christ was a divine springtime. Therefore, it caused a great
commotion and vibrant movement in the world of humanity. ... Then gradually
that spring was followed by the autumn of death and decay. The teachings of
Christ were forgotten. The Christly bounties ceased. Divine moralities
disappeared. ... The people became negligent and oblivious. ... The nations were
enmeshed in superstition and blind imitation. Discord and disagreement arose,
culminating in strife, war and bloodshed. Hearts were torn asunder in violence.
Various denominations appeared, diverse sects and creeds arose, and the whole
world was plunged into darkness.

- * Abdu'l-Bah& (The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 54)

6. ASSIGNMENT (3 minutes)
» Write out the Sacred Writing on a blank sheet of paper. Illustrate the sheet with

pictures related to the passage.
7. PREPARE TO GIVE CLASSREPORT TO ENTIRE SCHOOL (2-5 minutes)

8. REFLECTION AND EVALUATION (2-3 minutes)
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O Lord! Make these children excellent plants. Let them grow and develop in the Garden
of Thy Covenant, and bestow freshness and beauty through the outpourings of the clouds
of the Abha Kingdom.

O Thou kind Lord! | am alittle child, exalt me by admitting me to the kingdom. | am
earthly, make me heavenly; | am of the world below, let me belong to the realm above;
gloomy, suffer me to become radiant; material, make me spiritual, and grant that | may
manifest Thine infinite bounties.

Thou art the Powerful, the All-Loving.

Bahd'{ (* Abdu’I-Bahd)

Listen, O fortunate ones, to my joyful song, that all my desires have been fulfilled. | have
obtained God, the Supreme Being, and all my grief has disappeared. My sorrows,
afflictions, and sufferings have departed by listening to the true Word. The saints and the
holy are filled with joy, when they hear the Word from the perfect Preceptor. He who
hears the Word is made pure, he who speaks is made holy, the Eternal Preceptor will fill
their hearts. | proclaim, for those who attach themselves to the Enlightener’ s feet, the
heavenly music plays.

Skh (Japji)

Call to mind, when thy Lord announced to the angels: | am about to place a vicegerent in
the earth ... He taught Adam the names of His attributes, then He presented the
manifestations of those attributes to the angels and asked them: Tell Me the names of
these, if you are right. They answered: Holy art Thou! No knowledge have we save that
which Thou hast taught us. Thou alone art the All-Knowing, the Possessor of Wisdom.

Islam (Qur’ an 2:31-33, tr. Muhammad Zafrulla Khan)



last updated: 1/9/2004

RAIN! RAIN! RAIN!

by Linda Edwards
from: http://misslink.org/children/biblestories/flood.html

It has rained for three whole days! Will it ever stop raining?"
Sherri complained.

"I know you are disappointed because you haven't been

ableto play outside," her mother said, "but it has
only been three days. Can you imagine what it must
have been like to watch it rain for FORTY days?’

\ "FORTY days?' Sherri asked in wide-eyed

\ amazement.
\ "Yes, forty days,” her mother repeated. "Come ... let me

tell you the story about the longest rainstorm.”

At the beginning of time, when God first created the world and all

that was in it, everything was perfect. God looked at His work and
caled it all very good.

All that changed when Adam and Eve sinned. Of course, God
was aloving God and forgave them, so they could continue to
live on the earth and enjoy the blessings of God, but that didn't
erase sin. People became more and more wicked. God looked
down at the world and was sorry about all the evil things people
were doing. In fact, He was sorry that He had even created man!

However, there was ONE man that loved God and was righteous.
His name was Noah.
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God talked to Noah and told him what He was going to do. He told Noah to talk to
everyone he could and warn them that He was going to destroy the earth and everything
init. He also told Noah to start building an ark, which is another name for a big boat.
This ark was going to be so big that there would be room for two of every kind of animal
in the WHOLE WORLD and seven of certain types of animals.

Noah and his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, began building. They had to chop
down trees and make smooth boards. They had to put the boards together piece by piece,
according to the instructions which God had given them. They had to make pitch to coat
the ark so that it would be waterproof.

The whole time they were working, Noah was also preaching to the people. He warned
them to turn back to God or they would ALL be destroyed. He told them it was going to
start raining and would continue to rain for FORTY days...

...but NO one believed him.

Instead of turning back to God, they started making fun of Noah. They thought he was
crazy for building such abig ark. Besides that, the people had never seen rain, because,
up until that time, the earth was watered by dew that rested on the ground during the
evening. They LAUGHED and LAUGHED at Noah because of his strange talk. They
just didn't believe anything was going to happen to
them. They continued being sinful.

Just after Noah and his sons had pounded in
I the last nail and made sure the ark was sealed
and waterproofed properly, the Lord spoke to

Noah.
\
y "Take seven of every kind of clean
N animal and two of every kind of
Y\ ::?‘y unclean animal into the ark. Then take
your wife, your sons, and their wivesinto
the ark.”

So that is JUST what Noah did.

Into the ark went seven cows, seven sheep, seven goats, seven chickens, seven ducks,
seven turkeys, two lions, two bears, two elephants, two giraffes, two zebras, two dogs,
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two cats, two lizards, two spiders, two tiny ladybugs, and ... Well, | think you get the
ideal

The people outside were looking on in amazement. "That old Noah must be CRAZY!"
someone exclaimed.

"He SURE IS! | just can't understand why he would want to live in that big boat with al
those STINKY animals!" someone else remarked.

Noah looked at the people sadly. He knew there was nothing he could do to make them
believe that God meant what He said, but he kindly invited anyone who wanted, to join
hisfamily in the ark so they would be safe. As he suspected, they STILL didn't believe,
and they laughed and snickered LOUDER.

Noah and his family and al the animals spent their first night in the ark. When they
awoke the next morning, they heard the people outside making fun of them. "Hey, Noah!
| thought you said it was going to rain,” they sneered. "Well, it DIDN'T! Y ou were just
WRONG!"

They awoke the second day ...
... and the third day ...
... and the fourth day ...
... and still there was no rain.

The people outside were taunting and yelling even LOUDER. But Noah remained calm
and continued to invite them inside the ark so they would be safe. The fifth day and the
sixth day were NO different; there was no rain, and the jeering of the crowd didn't stop,
but Noah continued to warn the people and invite them into the ark.

The seventh day started out the same as all the others, but, then, SLAM! God shut the
door of the ark. Noah heard someone exclaim, "HEY! What was THAT? | thought | felt a
drop of water!" Then someone else felt it, and another, and another

...and it continued raining ...
..andraning ...
..andraning ...

The water was getting higher and higher, and it wasn't long before the ark started
floating.
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... 10days....
... 11 days...
...12 days ...

"Uh ... Hey, Dad ... HOW LONG did you say it was going to rain?' "Forty," Noah
replied.

.21
.22 ...
.23

They looked out the window, but all they could see was WATER ... and MORE RAIN.

.. 35...
.. 36...
.37
.. 38 ...

Poor Mrs. Noah! She was thankful that God had protected them throughout this whole
ordeal, and she didn't want to complain, but she just didn't think she could take ONE
MORE DAY of this! The camelswere beginning to REALLY STINK! The elephant
enjoyed sticking its head out the window, then spraying everybody with water! The cats
were shedding hair al over the place, and the monkeys were getting into
EVERYTHING! "Only two more days" she thought.

On thefortieth day, just as God had said, therain ...
... findly ...
......... STOPPED.
Everyone was so happy to be able to look out the window and not seerain! But they
couldn't leave the ark just yet. Asfar asthey could see, water covered EVERY THING.

Even the mountai ntops were covered with water and could not be seen.

Slowly, the water began to go down and rivers and |akes started to appear all over the
place.
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They looked out the window one day and were able to see the tip of a mountain.
B.....UUUUUMPPP!

"What was that?' They noticed that the ark had stopped floating. "We must have
landed!" they decided. They HAD landed - right on top of Mount Ararat.

Noah wanted to see if it was time to come out of the
ark, so he opened a window and let one of the ravens
fly out. He watched as the raven flew around. Then
he sent out a dove. He watched as the dove tried to
find aplaceto rest. Sinceit couldn't find a good spot
to build anest, it flew back to the ark and Noah knew
that there was still too much water on the ground.

After aweek had gone by, Noah sent the dove out again.
This time he watched as the dove flew and then returned
with an olive branch. Noah knew that the waters had
gone down and plants were beginning to grow. He
waited one more week, opened the window, and let the
dove go out once more. Thistime the dove flew away
and did not return. Noah removed the top of the ark and looked out at the dry land. What
awonderful sight! God assured Noah that it was safe for his family and all the animals to
leave the ark. HOW EXCITED everyone was to be able to walk on dry land!

The first thing Noah did was to build an atar and worship God. He was so thankful that
the Lord had protected him and his family. He looked up into the sky and saw a beautiful
rainbow and heard the voice of God speaking to him.

God told Noah that the rainbow was a promise that He would NEVER AGAIN destroy
the whole earth with a flood.
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Discussion Questionsfor the Story:

>
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1. What did you like about this lesson?

2. Which parts of the lesson did the students like?

3. Were the students able to answer the questions asked throughout the lesson?

4. Didthelevel of the lesson match the students capabilities?

5. What would you change or add to the lesson?
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